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kin group, a tribe, a nation, or a state, and he has a status
accordingly which determines rights and duties for him. Civil
liberty must be defined in accordance with this fact; not outside
of it, or according to vague metaphysical abstractions above it.
The body of the folkways constitutes a societal environment
Every one born into it must enter into relations of give and take
with it. He is subjected to influences from it, and it is one of
the life conditions under which he must work out his career of
self-realization. Whatever liberty may be taken to mean, it is
certain that liberty never can mean emancipation from the influ-
ence of the societal environment, or of the mores into which one
was born.

74. Conventionalization. If traditional folkways are subjected
to rational or ethical examination they are no longer na'fve and
unconscious. It may then be found that they are gross, absurd,
or inexpedient. They may still be preserved by conventionaliza-
tion. Conventionalization creates a set of conditions under which
a thing may be tolerated which would otherwise be disapproved
and tabooed. The special conditions may be created in fact, or
they may be only a fiction which all agree to respect and to treat
as true. When children, in play, "make believe " that some-
thing exists, or exists in a certain way, they employ convention-
alization. Special conditions are created in fact when some fact
is regarded as making the usual taboo inoperative. Such is the
case with all archaic usages which are perpetuated on account of
their antiquity, although they are not accordant with modern
standards. The language of Shakespeare and the Bible contains
words which are now, tabooed. In this case, as in very many
others, the conventionalization consists in ignoring the violation
of current standards of propriety. Natural functions and toilet
operations are put under conventionalization, even in low civili-
zation. The conventionalization consists in ignoring breaches of
the ordinary taboo. On account of accidents which may occur,
wellbred people are always ready to apply conventionalization to
mishaps of speech, dress, manner, etc. In fairy stories, fables,
.romances, and dramas all are expected to comply with certain
conventional understandings without -which the entertainment is